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Gipsy Smith on. 


Revival Campaigns 


_ By the Late EVANGELIST GIPSY SMITH 
(We are glad to publish this explanation and defense of evangelism 
by the famous Man who died this year after preaching the gospe) for 
nearly seventy years and winning multiplied tens of thousands to 


Christ throughout the English-speaking world. 
Smith usually says “a mission” instead of “revival campaign.” 


Notice that -Gipsy 
This 


is part of the first chapter of the book, The Beauty of Jesus, published 
by Fleming H, Revell Company, New -York, and used by the kind per- 


mission of the publishers.) 


This book is not meant to be an 
apology for Evangelism. None 
is needed. I would like, however, 
at the outset to give some of the 
grounds of my own unshakeable 
optimism, 

I have had a long inning. I 
have gone through some pretty 
Bevere tests. I have seen many 
amazing triumphs. Would that I 
could out of my own rich experi- 
ence bring some word of cheer and 
encouragement to those who long 
for or anticipate a mighty religious 
revival, 

Now I am well aware that evan- 
gelical missions, such as_ those 
which I have so long conducted, 
have been in recent years the 
subject of much discussion. . I 
want to-say something in regard 


~—A@ARHESpecial work, not in any 


Evangelist Gipsy Smith 


—— 


controversial spirit, but in order to 
clear the air a little. 


Who Would Not Want an 
Honest Revival of 
Christianity ? 

First, then, I would say a word 
about “revival,” 


I know very well that in Lon- 
don—and perhaps in some large 
industrial centres--there has been 
at times a certain agitation against 
what is called ‘“revivalism.”’ I 
have been fully conscious of all the 
criticisms levelled as “ten-day. 
missions” by friends who have 
urged that special or spasmodic 
efforts-were not needed, and that 
every minister shoulg be his own 
missioner. 

Let us look at the position. The 
“special mission,” from my point 
of view, is just a harvesting. I 
have often said on beginning such 
a mission that I came in much as 
an Irish harvest-man might do, 
to help the farmer reap what he 
had sown. I never supersede the 
minister. .I want to help him. 

If a church considers that it 
does not need revival, I have 
nothing to say. My old friend 
Sam Chadwick was once rung up 
at Cliff College by somebody who 
said a church wanted a student 
for the Sunday: 

“Well,” was the reply, “if you 
like, you can have him, but if he 
comes there will be a revival.” 

“Oh,” cried the applicant in 
dismay, “we don’t want a re- 
vival,” and rang off! 


I was once in a company of 
friends, and overheard a young 


(Continued from Page 6) 
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The Peril of 
Procrastination 


‘By EVANGELIST LESLIE GREENING 
13, Wollaston Road, Dorchester, Dorset, England 


“And Moses said unto Pharaoh... 


when shall I in- 


treat for thee, and for thy servants, and for thy people, to 
destroy the frogs from thee and thy houses, that they may 


remain in the river only? 
8:9, 10. 
“Wherefore, as the Holy 


And he said, Tomorrow.’”’—Exod. 


Ghost saith, Today if ye will 


hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, 
in the day of temptation in the wilderness.’”’"—Heb. 3:7, 8. 


Now I am going to take one 
sentence from each of those two 
passages of Scripture, and link- 
ing them together, use them 4s 
the basis of my message here to- 
day. 

Exodus 8:10: 
Tomorrow.” 

Hebrews 3:7.: “The Holy Ghost 
saith, Today!’ 

I would have you notice that in 
the first instance we are listening 
to a sinful man addressing him- 
self to God, and, faced with the 
opportunity of seeking divine par- 
don and mercy, he says, in the 
language of my text: ‘“Tomor- 
row.” In the second instance, 
however, we are-listeningto God, 
addressing Himself to sinful men, 
and, in His earnest desire for 
their salvation and blessing, He 
says, in the language of my text, 
“Today.” 

Pharaoh said, ‘““Tomorrow,” and 
in that word he expressed the at- 
titude of every uncoverted soul, 
the wide world over, to the mes- 
sage of God’s pardoning grace. 
The Holy Spirit saith, “Today,” 
and in that word He expresses 
the continual yearning of God over 
a world that postpones the ac- 
ceptance of His mercy. 

I could understand it better if 
the positions were reversed, and 
man was heard earnestly beseech- 
ing God to save him, in His in- 
finite mercy, ““Today,” arid if, on 
the other hand, God (as he looked 
upon the sinful and defined) turn- 
ed away from the suppliant, say- 
ing, “Tomorrow.” 

But the strange and surprising 


“Pharaoh... .said 


~ Preachers Should Have It! 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


(Message given at third annual Sword of the Lord Conference on Evangelism, Winona Lake, Indiana, July 
8, 1947. Mechanically recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.’’—I Cor. 11:1. 
“Such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Ch 


walk.”—<Acts 3:6. 


“They need not depart; give ye them to eat.”—Matt. 14:16. 


PRAYER: Heavenly Father, 
speak to our hearts today. This 
is so deadly serious that we must 
have Thy help. We claim it and 
thank Thee for it in Christ’s dear 
name. Amen. 

I have a great burden about 
this matter of gospel preaching, 
and the thing that keeps pressing 
on ‘my heart is this: the main 
trouble is not with your preach- 
ing, but it is with you, the preach- 
er. I have felt that it might not 
be wise to keep on talking about 
the preaching until I stopped and 
talked a little while about the 
preacher. What you are is a lot 
more important to your preach- 
ing than the message you preach. 
So I am speaking to you about 
the preacher himself. 


There are a good many Scrip- 
tures I call to mind. The first 
one is I Corinthians 11:1: 


“Be ye followers of me, 


rist of Nazareth rise up and 


even as I also am of Christ.” 


Now that is a strange thing 
for a preacher to say. Don’t you 
preachers ever say, “I do not say 
for you to follow me.” Don't 
you ever say, “Don’t do as I do; 
do as I say.” Get out of the 
ministry if that is the kind of 
life you live! Paul said, ‘Be ye 
followers of me. I am following 
the Lord; I will tell you what to 
do. You come on and do what 
I do.’ Now it ia pretty serious 
to be a preacher if that is what 
it means, isn’t it? 

Turn to Acts, chapter 3: 


“Now Peter and John went 
up-together into the temple 
at the hour of prayer, being 
the ninth hour. And a cer- 
tain man lame from his moth- 
er’s womb was carried, whom 


they laid daily at the gate of 


the temple which is called 
Beautiful, to ask alms of them 
that entered into the temple; 
Who seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple 
asked an alms. And Peter, 
fastening his eyes upon him 
with John, said, Look on us. 
And he gave heed unto them, 
expecting to receive some- 
thing of them. Then Peter 
said, Silver and gold have I 
none; but such as I have give 
I thee: In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up 
and walk. And he took him 
by the right hand, and lifted 
him up: and immediately his 
feet and ankle bones received 
strength. And he leaping up 
stood, and walked, and en- 


part of my text is just this, that 
‘tis God, whose love has been 
treated with such abuse, who in- 
sistently pleads, “Today,” and 
man, who stands in such desper- 
ate need of mercy, who persistent- 
ly replies, ‘““Tomorrow.” 

“Today” is the voice of God 
bidding you to decide—‘Tomor- 
row” is the voice of Satan urging 
you to postpone. Im short, the 
one is the language of Heaven, 
and the other the language of 
Hell. And in my _ text today, 
dear friends, these two voices are 
heard in sharp and distinct con- 
trast-—Today! Today!! Today!!!” 
~-“Tomorrow! Tomorrow!! To- 
morrow !!!’’ 

God grant that any in this com- 
pany who have hitherto _ said, 
“Tomorrow” to the gracious over- 
tures of the Spirit, may hear His 
voice saying now with persuasive 
power, “Today,” and may “harden 
not” their hearts. 

Will you turn back for a mo- 
ment to the first part of my text, 
“Pharaoh said, Tomorrow ?’’ 

Many years before this fateful 
word fell from the lips of Pharaoh, 
Jacob and his family had gone 
down into Egypt to ‘escape the 
famine that prevailed in - their 
own land, and, in the intervening 
period had multiplied to such an 
extent that they had already be- 
come a great race of people, en- 
joying the friendship of the king 
of Egypt, for Joseph, their kins- 
man’s sake, 

But in the first chapter of Ex- 


odus we read, “There arose up a 
new king over Egypt, which knew 
not Joseph” (vs. 8) and one of the 


first things he did was to make 
every Israelite a slave, and to 
afflict them with the most diffi- 
cult and exhausting toil, until the 
land which had once afforded 
them a happy shelter now became 
a “house of bondage.” 


The reason given for this atti- 
tude of persecution and hatred is 
that they were bidding fair to be- 
come so numerous that they con- 
stituted a possible danger to the 
throne, if, in the event of war, 
they decided to ally themselves 


with Egypt's enemies. 
But, strangely . enough, “the 
more they afflicted them, the 


more they multiplied and grew” 
(vs. 12), just as in later years 
the Christian faith spread most 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Evangelist Leslie Greening 


—— 


On October 26 we began a 
blessed union revival campaign in 
Greenville, South Carolina, with 
the cooperation of thirty-two 
churches. Dr. Harry D. Clarke has 
led the singing. Grace Jean Rice 
and Mrs. Harvy D. Clarke played 
the grand pianos. Dr. Flournoy 
Shepperson of the Bible Presby- 
terian Church has been chairman 
of the campaign. Dr. Shepperson 
is greatly respected here. Metho- 
dists, Christian Missionary Alli- 
ance, Church of God and others 
cooperated, but the great majority 
of cooperating churches were 
Baptists. The first Sunday after- 
noon there were thirty-five or 
forty pastors present, most of 
them on the platform. The fellow- 
ship has been wonderfully sweet 
among God’s people, and there has 
been a genuine reviving in the 
hearts of thousands of Christians, 
the pastors themselves bearing 
witness. 


In a Southern city it ia harder 
to get the full cooperation of the 
churches which are favorably in- 


tered with them into the tem- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


clined than in the North, because 
the fundamental churches are 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


Greennille 8. C. 
Revival Campaign 


dk 


———— 
——— 


much more active, have their owm 
heavy programs and their own ef- 
ficient organizations to consider. 
Some of the cooperating churches 
had Sunday evening services from 
six to seven go their membership 
coulq attend the revival services 
beginning at 7:30. Others who 
actively cooperated in other ways 
maintained regular Sunday eve- 
ning services. So we had varying 
degrees of cooperation, but there is 
every evidence that the pastors and 
churches officially counted as co- 
operating in the campaign were 
genuinely and heartily in favor of 
the campaign. And other churches 
which, because of previous en- 
gagements could not be active in 
cooperation, yet showed evidence 
of genuine friendship for the pe- 
vival, 
Widespread Attendance 

The influence of the revival & 
spread over a very wide territory. 
From Anderson, South Carolina, 
thirty-two miles away, Rev. Horace 
Brown, pastor Northside Baptist 


Church, Anderson, South Carolina, 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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(Continued ‘rom Page 1) 


fapidly when it was the most bit- 
terly persecuted, until it has be- 
¢ome a proverbial saying that 
“The blood of the martyrs is the 
geed of the Church.” — 

The fact that they thus in- 
@reased the more, in spite of the 
many hardships imposed upon 
them, so angered the Egyptians 
that they adopted the barbarous 

of murdering every male 
ghild at birth, with the intention 
ef ultimately extinguishing the 
entire race. 

During all this time, however, 
heartfelt prayers for deliverance 
were constantly ascending to 
God, and at the burning bush He 
announces His intention of break- 
ing the rod of the oppressor, and 
of using Moses and Aaron as in- 
#truments to this end. 


So we find in chapter 5 that 
these two men boldly enter the 
presence of Pharaoh with this 
elear demand, “Thus saith the 
Lerd God of Israci, Let my peo- 
ple go” (vs. 1). But Pharaoh's 
answer is equally bold in its de- 
fiance, “Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey his voice?” he asks 
im scornful] tones, and he resolute- 
ly refuses to release the slaves 
with: “I know not the Lord, nei- 
ther will I let Israel go” (vs. 2). 

And so when God finds that 
Pharaoh has hardened his heart, 
and is determined to resist His 
elaims, He sends a stern warning 
to that haughty monarch in the 
first of a series of terrible plagues. 
For seven days the waters of 
Egypt were turned into blood— 
great rolling streams of scarlet 
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Peril of Procrastination 


liquid, rivers of blood, ponds. of 
bleed, pools of blood (Exod. 7:19). 

After such a solemn visitation 
Moses and Aaron are onee more 
bidden to go to Pharaoh and re- 
peat God's original demand:“Thus | 
saith the Lord, Let my people go” 
(Exod. 8:1) and to warn. him of 
a further judgment impending if 
he continued to defy God- a judg- 
ment which came swiftly on the 
heels of Pharaoh's refusal onee 
again to listen to the voice of the 
Almighty. 

Under the control of an invis- 
ible power shoals of frogs sprang 
up as if from nowhere, and enter- 
ed every conceivable place; s0 
that wherever the Egyptians turn- 
ed they were confronted with this 
pest. 

Now for the first time Pharaoh 
shews signs of repentance, and 
implores Moses and Aaron to in- 
tereede with God for the removal 
of the frogs; promising that he 
wil) let the people go. 

But when Moses enquires how 
soon Pharaoh desires God to be 
entreated for mercy, my text re- 
veals the astounding reply, “Te- 
morrow.” 

Probably he cherished a secret 
hope that the frogs would disap- 
pear as suddenly as they came, 
and he would be rid of the plague 
without being under any obliga- 
tion either to God or to Moses. 
At any rate he would wait a little 
longer to see if, after all it was 
merely a natural invasion, and 
the frogs would disperse without 
the intervention of God. 

But whatever the inward reason, 
here is the outward fact, that un- 
der the pressure of divine judg- 
ment, when faced with an op- 
portunity of seeking pardon and 
forgiveness, Pharaoh said, “To- 
morrow,’ and millions have ech- 
oed his word right up to this hour. 

It is because I feel convinced 
that it is this attitude of pro- 
crastination—this persistent put- 
ting-off of the great question of 
the welfare of the soul, that has 
been and still is, responsible for 
the doom of millions, that I come 
to you today with a mighty ur- 
gency of God’s Spirit upon my 
soul, and seek to write this word 
upon your hearts, “Behold, new is 
the accepted time: behold,-now is 
the day of salvation” (II Cor. 
6:2). 

. It is a sad but self-evident fact 
that all men are alike in this 
habitual postponing until “tomor- 
row” the one question, above all 
others, that ought to be decided 
“today,” and we may well ask 
ourselves the reason for this uni- 
versal tendency to procrastinate. 
Why Sinners Say, 
““Tomorrow” 

Let me, first of all, dear friends, 
try to point out three reasons 
(out of many) why sinful men 
and women say, “Tomorrow” to 
God’s offer of mercy, and then I 
want to give you three (out of 
many) reasons why the gracious 
Holy Spirit whispers, “Today” as 
you listen to the message of the 
gospel. 

I suppose one of the chief rea- 
sons for the former's attitude is 
because: 

1. They Fail to Realize the Iseues 
That Are at Stake 

I have never yet heard of a 
Single man or worhan involved 
in @ wreck at sea, who, when the 
lifeboat has churned its way 
through the tossing waves, and 
bears down towards them with 
an encouraging ahout, has ever 
been known to waive away their 
only prospect of deliverance with 
the word, “Tomorrow.” Why? 
Surely it is because they know 
only too well the issues that are 
at stake, and that the only alter- 
native to entering the lifeboat at 
once is to perish im the angry 
sea. : 

Nor have I ever heard of a 
single man or woman trapped at 


appears at the 


has ever 


oe 


Se 


tive to being led to ‘safety down 
the fire escape is to perish im a 
veritable hell of heat. 

And yet there are thousands of 
men and women who would never 
be guilty of such folly as this, 
whe will, nevertheless, waive 
aside the message of the gospel 
with the fateful word, ‘““Tomor- 


a 


row.” Why? Surely it must be 
pogy in this instance Satan has 
so successfully blinded their 


minds that they fail toe realize the 
issues that are at stake. Then let 
me warn you once again, dear 
friends, that the only alternative 
to entering the gospel lifeboat is 
to perish beneath the waters of 
eternal judgment; the only alter- 
native to throwing yourself into 
the arms of the great Deliverer, as 
He comes to you scarred with the 
fiery ordeal of Calvary, is to per- 
ish for ever in that place “Where 
their. worm dieth, not, and the fire 


is not quench?d” (Mark 9:46), for 
“He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life: but the wrath 
ef God abideih on him” (John 
| 3:36). 

In the sight of these solemn 


facts may God save us from ever 
again saying, ‘“Tomorrow” to His 
eall, ) 

It is recorded of a chief magis- 
trate in one of the ancient Gre- 
cian states, that he was unpopu- 
lar with his government, and had 
aroused the anger of many of the 
people who conspired against his 
life. The day arrived when the 
fatal plot was to be put into exe- 
cution. The magistrate was en- 
gaged in his usual round of wine 
and pleasure, when a courier ar- 
rived from Athens in great haste 
with a packet, which it was after- 
wards discovered, contained a cir- 
cumstantial account of the whole 
conspiracy. The messenger, being 
admitted into the presence of the 
magistrate, said: “My Lord, the 
person who writes you these let- 
ters conjures you to read them 
immediately; they contain seri- 
ous affairs.” The intended victim 
of the plot laughingly replied, 
“Serious affairs tomorrow’; and 
continued his revelry. That same 
night, in the midst of noisy mirth, 
the assailants rushed into the pal- 
ace and murdered the foolish mag- 
istrate, with his associates, leav- 
ing to the world a striking exam- 
ple of the peril of procrastination. 

Alas, in thousands of cases 
since that day, men and women 
have been approached concerning 
eternal matters, but, like the un- 
happy magistrate, of whom we 
have just heard, they have laugh- 
ingly replied, “Serious affairs to- 
morrow,” until, in an unexpected 
hour, they have slipped into eter- 
nity, to experience the dangers 
of which the gospel herald would 
fain have warned them. 


Although the reason already 
mentioned is probably the chief 
cause of the sinners’ procrasti- 
nation, there are many who delay 
decisions because: 

2. They Wrongly Imagine They 
Must Fit Themselves for God’s 
Acceptance 

When they hear the voice of 
God coming to them in the gos- 
pel with a message of pardoning 
love, instead of saying, ‘“Tomor- 
row,’ in one word they put it 
into a sentence and say (fin ef- 
fect): “I would like to be a Chris- 
| tian, but I must, wait until I am 
more fitted to enter God’s fam- 
ily.’ 

If there should be any present 
who imagine that they must en- 
deavour to become better men and 
women before God will accept 
them, let me remind them that 
just as cancer is a disease of the 
body, from which there can be no 
recovery apart from the help that 
medical science has provided, so 
sin is a disease of the soul, a 
moral cancer, from the effects of 
which there can be no spiritual 
recovery, apart from “that won- 
derful redemption, God's remedy 
for sin” about which we hear so 
often in “The old, old story of 
Jesus and His love.” 

Never were truer words pen- 
ned by any poet than those of the 
well-known hymn: 

If you tarry till you’re better 

You will never come at all. 

But, thanks be unto God, there 
ig no need for you to procrasti- 
nate on this account, for you may, 
this very hour, join with the 
countless number before you who 


have discovered on the sacred 


stake, and that the only alterna- 


-_—- 


page these precious words: “I am 
not come to ecall the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance” (Matt. 
9:13). 

Dr. Talmadge used to tell how, 


‘when the Master Street Hospital, 


in Philadelphia, was opened in 
wartime, a telegram came one 
day saying: “There will be three 
hundred wounded men arriving 
tonight; be ready to take care of 
them,’ and from his church, he 
said, there went in twenty or thir- 
ty men and women to look after 
the poor fellows. As they came, 
some from one part of the land, 
some from another, no one asked 
whether this man was from Ore- 


gon, or from Massachusetts, or 
from Minnesota, er from New 
York. There was a wounded sol- 
dier needing attention, and the 


only question was how to take 
off the rags most gently, and put 


on the bandage, and administer 


the cordial, and so when a sinful 
soul comes to Ged, through Jesus 
Christ, He does not question your 
fitness or unfitness. He is con- 
cerned only with healing for 
your wounds and pardon for your 
guilt. 

If I had only one utterance of 
God's dear Son to give you on 
this matter, dear friends, I would 
ring out the glorious assirance of 
John 6:37: “ Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out.” 


Oh, that those who have hither- 
to said, “Tomorrow” in the vain 
hope that they will then be more 
commendable to God, might say 
right now, without even waiting 
for the close of this address: 

Just as I am, and waiting net 

To rid myself of one dark 
blot, 

Thee, whose blood can 
cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I 

come, bs 

There are, however, a consid- 
erable number of men and women 
who delay making a _ decision 
which they know to be tremen- 
dously important because: 


3. They Delude Themselves Into 
Thinking There Will Always Be 
Another Opportunity 

Perhaps the most widely quoted 
and famous of all modern pro- 
verbs is the one which tells us 
that “Procrastination is the thief 
of time.” All of us have discov- 
ered from experience the truth of 
that saying. 

There comes to each ope of us, 
again and again, the time and 
opportunity of doing a_ certain 
work, but we keep procrastinating 
until finally when we decide the 
task must be performed, we find, 
to our mortification, that the op- 
portunity has gone, never to re- 
turn, 

True as that proverb is, how- 
ever, I want to give it to you to- 
day in a slightly altered form 
which makes it truer still, for: 


To 


“Procrastination is the thief of 


souls’’-—-men and women keep put- 
ting off the great question of sal- 
vation until they ultimately dis- 
cover that their procrastination 
has cost them their soul. 

If it was possible for me to 
take you to the confines of the 
lost world at this moment, and, 
in your hearing, speak to those 
who are there, smitten with re 
morse and torn by the pangs of 
conscience, I make bold to say 
that if I could ask them: “Did you 
never hear of the atoning sacrifice 
upon the Cross? Did you never 
hear of the awful consequence of 
rejecting Christ, and dying in 
your sins? Did no one ever tell 
you how salvation could be yours 
through simple faith?” they 
would answer something like 
this: “Ah, yes, we knew it all only 
too well. We heard it over and 
over again. We fully intended 
to accept the Saviour that was 
offered to us in, the gospel, But 
when God said, “Today” we al- 
ways said, “Tomorrow” and—we 
missed it at last.” : 

I tremble to think that some 
might even say, “We heard it 
from your own lips many a time; 
you did your best to warn us; you 
pleaded with us to decide; but we 
said “Tomorrow! Tomorrow!! To- 
morrow!!!—always Tomorrow!’ ” 

Oh, let me take up the pen of 
divine warning, and write this 
word upon your soul: “Boast not 
thyself of tomorrow; for thou 
knowest not what a day may 
bring forth” (Prov. 27:1). 

The steamship Central America, 
on a voyage from New York to 


San Francisco, sprang a in 
mid-ecean. A vessel, seeing her 
signal ef distress, bore down 


“We are in bad repaiy, 
and going down; lie by till morn- 
ing,” was the answer. ‘Let me 


like to transfer his passengers, 
lest some might be lost in the eon- 
fusion, and, thinking that they 
could keep afloat some hours 


better let me take them 
“Lie by till morning,” was sounded 
back through the trumpet. About 
an howr and a half later her hghts 
were missed, and, though no sound 
was heard, the Central America 
had geme down, and all on board 
perished, because it was thought 
they could be saved at another 
time. 

Whilst salvation is offered to you 
onee again, dear friends, let me 
eheek that rising word ‘“Tomer- 
row” and bid you: 

Hasten, hasten to be blest, 

Stay not for the morrow’s 
sun, 

Least perdition thee arrest, 

Bre the morrow is begun. " 


Why the Holy Spirit Says, 
“Toda 


Now let me turn you to the 
second part of my text, and_re- 
mind yeu briefly of three reasons 
why the Holy Spirit always says, 
“Today.” 

First and foremost He presses 
for immediate decision because of: 
1. The Perfect Completion of the 
Werk of Christ 

You will remember it was not 
until the king, of whom we read 
in the Gespel of Matthew, had 
killed his oxen and fatlings, and 
made every provision for the wed- 
ding feast, that he sent forth the 
pressing invitation, “All things are 
ready: come.” (Matt. 22:4). And 
it was beeause the Saviour knew 
the work of redemption He was 
about to eomplete upon the. cross 
of Calvary would answer te God 
for €very guilty sinner who would 
avail themselves of it, that every 
barrier to reconciliation woulg. be 
removed by His atoning sacrifice, 
that He turned to the penitent 
thief by His side and said: “Today 


| Shalt thou be with me in paradise” 


(Lake 23:43). 

That, too, is the great reason 
why the Holy Ghost says, “Today”; 
pecause of the completeness of the 
work of Christ. I do not hesitate 
to aay, dear friends, deliberately 
and calmly, that God has made all 
the provision for your salvation 
that He ean ever make, for Scrip- 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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ture abounds with statements like 
the following, that indicate the 
finality of that wondrous sacrifice 
as am atonement for sin: “The 
Lord heath laid on him the squety 
of us ali” (Isa. 53:6). 

“The blood of Jesus Christ his 
‘on Cheanseth us from all sin” (I 
JOhn 1:7). 

“By him all that believe are 

jusGfieg from all things” (Acts 
13:38). 
' “This man, after he had offéred 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat 
dowm on the right hand ef Ged” 
(Hebrews 10:12). 

And because the way is open for 
you to be pardoned and fergiven 
now, and will never be more open 
than it is, the Holy Ghest says, 
“Today.” 

I would that I could help you 
te gee that, at this very moment, 
the Spirit of God would enter your 
heart and change your nature, and 
make you a child of Ged if you 
would but exercise a simple faith 
in Christ and His glorious com- 
pleted work. 


In September, 1878, a dreadful 
accident happened on the Thames, 


when an excursion steamer, named 


the Princess Alice, was cut down 
by the Bywall Castle, an outward 
bound merchant steamship. 


More than seven hundred people 


that day found a watery grave. 


/ 
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Among the brave efforts that were 
made on that occasion to save the 
drowning, one of the noblest was 
made by a man who was in charge 
of a small boat at some distance 
from the scene of the collision. 
Rowing with all his might into 
the midst of the struggling pas- 
sengers, he pulled several of them 
ome after another, into his little 
boat, which was now full and in 
danger of sinking, and prepared 
te row away. But when he saw 
the white up-turned faces of many 
others, and heard their piteous 
cries—‘“‘Oh, save me wir!” “Don't 
leave me, sir!” it is said that in 
agony he threw up his arms and 
cried: .“O God, that I had a big- 
ger boat! O God, that I had a 
bigger boat!” His heart was large 
enough to save all who were 
perishing, 
small, his power was limited, 

I rejoice to tell you that it is not 
so with Christ. He is the Lifeboat 
for perishing humanity, and His 
redemptive work is so perfect and 
complete that # avails for the 
whole race, for “He is the propitia- 
tion for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world” (I John 2:2). 

Because of the infinite scope and 
efficacy of the finished work of 
Christ, the third Person of the 
Trinity urges an acceptance of its 
saving benefits at once. 

A further reason why the Holy 
Spirit pleads for decision im- 
mediately is because of: 

2. The Brevity and Uncertainty 

of Human Life 

Was it not in the very moment 
of fancied ease and enjoyment, 
when the rich farmer of Luke's 
Gospel sat down amidst his pros- 
perity, and said to himself: “Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink and be merry” that the voice 
of God was heard to say, “Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee” (Luke 12:19, 
20) 7? 

And because none of wa can 
eonfidently say another day will 
be our own; because thousands 
upon thousands have gone into 


but his boat was too. 


eternity in an unexpected hour, 
the Holy Spirit would fain per- 
suade us to settle this question, 
“Today.” 

Nowhere in the old Book can I 
find that God has ever suggesied 
a sinner should repent tomorrow, 
or at some future day. This is 
your only opporiunity, so far as 
can be confidently known, it can- 
not be guaranteed that you will 
have another hour to which you 
may defer decision. 

With every tick of the clock an 
endless stream of human lives 
flows on to the grave, and to the 
hereafter. One day, none of us 
can Say it will not be soon, your 
turn and mine will come—hence 
the insistence of God’s Holy Spirit: 
“Today! Today !! Today !!!’ 

A servant of God once called on 
a business gentleman, having felt 
impresseq te.speak to him about 
the question of his relationship to 
Christ. A conversion something 
like this ensued: “What is your 


business?” “I. wished to speak 
with you, if I might, about the 
soul and its eternal interests.” 


“Well, I am very busy indeed.” 
The Christian man put out his 
hand to say “Good-bye,” and 
drawing closer to the astonished 
listener, said quietly: “Suppose I 
had been death.” This solemn re- 
minder of the brevity of life, and 


the necessity of being prepared for | 


a visitor that would not be put 
off, however unwelcome his ap- 
pearance, was the means of that 
man’s awakening. 

The Holy Spirit knows exactly 
how much longer your opportunity 
will last, and -because of that 
knowledge He would urge you to 
delay no longer, for: 

Death comes with 

footsteps 
To palace and to hut, 
Think not that he will turn 
away 
Because your door is shut. 

Finally I would remind you, 
dear friends, that “the Holy Ghost 
saith, Today” because of 
8. The Continual Hardening of the 

Unregenerate Heart 

Did you notice that this is the 
reason actually mentioned in our 
text, “Today, if you will hear the 
voice, harden not your hearts” 
(Hebrews 3:7, 8). Even if there 
had been no other reason why the 
Holy Spirit, who hag such a per- 
fect knowledge of the human 
heart, stresses the urgency of the 
soul’s prompt decision, this one 
would be sufficient. He knows, in 
a measure none other can possibly 
do, the way in which the unregen- 
erate heart becomes less and less 
susceptible to the moving and 
warning message of the gospel, 
and knowing this, He says, “To- 
day.” 

If there is one thing that is 
certain, dear friends, it is this— 
that if you persist in saying, “To- 
morrow” once again in this meet- 
ing, when you have heard the 
Spirit of God clearly say, ‘“Today,” 
it will produce a less favourable 
condition of heart and soul the 
next time you hear the call; al- 
ways bearing in mind that you 
may be already hearing your last 
gospel invitation. 

It has been estimated, rightly or 
wrongly, that out of every hundred 
people who come to Christ, ninety- 
six are saved before they reach the 
age of twenty-four, ninety-eight 
before they are thirty, ang that 
those who have reached the age 
of forty without accepting Christ, 
have but one chance in a hundred 
of ever being saved at all. In men- 
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According to an Associated 
Press story which appeared re- 
cently if many of the large 
daily papers in America, there 
was a peculiar manifestation of 
a destructive, satanic, fleshly 
spirit in one of the very best- 
known educational institutions 
of this country. Hundreds of 
men students, many of »them 
dressed in pajamas, went out 
from a pep meeting into the 
girls’ dormitories on the cam- 
pus, went into girls’ rooms, 
“razzed”’ the girls, took a great 
many of their clothes, most of 
which were their underclothes, 
out of the dormitories with 
them. They turned on the wa- 
ter. They destroyed property. 
They did a great deal of dam- 
age. That sort of spirit is the 
result of the satanic, pagan 
philosophy -which has been 
drilled into many younpg people 
in America for the last quarter 
of a century. The young peo- 
ple are not altogether to blame. 
They have been taught to be- 
lieve that what they want they 
have a right to have. That is 
in substance what the devil told 
Hive in the Garden of Eden. Un- 
less there comes to the youth 
of America a great, old-time 
Holy Ghost revival, there will 
be more and more such fleshly, 
satanic manifestations. 


When we read this terrible 
and nauseating story of what 
took place in this well-known 
school, which is just as good a 
school as many of the others in 
America, we remembered that 
as a very young evangelist 
about thirty-seven years ago we 
had a revival in the main audi- 
torium on the campus of this 
educational institution. All the 
preachers of the little town co- 
operated. The president of the 
college, who has long since gone 
on to be with the Lord, was 
sympathetic with us in our ef- 
fort to bring the students of his 
institution to the Lord Jesus 


Please Read Carefully and Prayerfully This Statement by 
Dr. Bob Jones, Founder of Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, South Carolina 


Christ. We have met converts 
of that campaign in many parts 
of the United States. It was a 
really great revival. The thing 
that happened in this institu- 
‘ion a few days ago could not 
have happened __ thirty-seven 
years ago. 

The fleshly, satanic outbreaks 
we hear about in gome of these 
educational] institutions and the 
juvenile crime wave that is 
‘sweeping over America make 
us realize more and more that 
God called into existence Bob 
Jones College which is now Bob 
Jones University, not only to 
train young people as cultured 
Shristian leaders and send them 
out into the world, but to be a 
base for an aggressive, uncom- 
promising, fighting, orthodox 
Christian testimony in this day 
when all of hell seems to be 
breaking loose in this country. 
Bob Jones University refuses to 
compromise with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. We are 
calling on you Christian people 
who have some of God's money 
to invest to help up so we can 
continue to construct more 
buildings, take care of more 
students, give a better testi- 
mony, and fight a harder and 
more successful battle for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We have 
just begun to fight. Let us 
hear from you, please, Pray for 
us and pray hard, for the devil 
is fighting us and he is going 
to keep on fighting us. But 
we are going to keep on resist- 
ing him. Please help answer 
your prayers by investing all 
the money you can possibly 
spare in this work which we 
are endeavoring to do in the 
name of and for the glory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Please 
let us hear from you at the 
earliest time possible. 

BOB JONES, Founder 


Bob Jones University 
Greenville, South Carolina 
—Advertisement 


toning this I am not limiting the 
pardoning grace of God, but show- 
ing you in an unmistakable form 
that by continually saying, “‘To- 
morrow” when God says, ““Today”’ 
men and women unconsciously 
harden their own hearts. 

I wonder W you realize, even 
now, what these figures mean. Has 
Mm gripped your heart with a 
healthy fear that if you are over 
twenty-four years of age and still 
unsaved, the chances of your ever 
coming to Christ are very remote 
indeed, because of this awful pro- 
cess of the hardening of the heart? 

Yet God can save you, and waits 
to do so, if you will but arouse 
yourself from the sleep of pro- 
crastination, and, realizing its peril, 
act before it is eternally too late. 

Dr. William Chapman has often 
told the story of a revival which 
swept through the university at 
Princeton, New Jersey. Aaron 
Burr came to the President of the 
University and said: “Mr. Presi- 


dent, I have made up my mind to 
consider the claims of Christ. What 
would you advise me to do?” And 
the old President of the University 
gave him this advice: “Burr, if I 
were you, I would wait until the 
excitement of the revival has sub- 
sided and then I would think it 
out carefully.” Aaron Burr bowed 
his head a moment, and then he 
said, “Mr. President, that is ex- 
actly what I will do.” And, it is 
stated as a fact, that never again 
in his life did he express a desire 
te be a Christian, and they say he 
died without any indication of 
such an exercise of soul having 
ever returned. He said, ‘“Tomor- 
row” when God said “Today,” 
with this tragic result. 


Yherefore, you may well thank 
God if you are conscious of a de- 
sire to get right with Him, if you 
feel, even now, the gentle strivings 
of His Spirit: but I beg of you not 
to treat such experiences lightly 
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and Once Apgu*.) Say: 

Go, Spirit, go thy way 

Some more convenient day 

On thee I'll call, 
est He take you at your word, 
and your heart becomes effectively 
hardened against ali future ap- 
peals. . 
Life at best is very brief, 

Like the falling of a leaf, 
Like the binding of a sheaf; 

Be in time! 


Fieeting days are telling fast 

That the die will soon be caat, 

And the fatal line be pass’d 
Be in time! 


Time is gliding swiftly by, 
Death and Judgment drawet& 
nigh, 
To the arms of Jesus fly; 
Be in time! 


Oh, I pray you, count the coat, 
Fre the fatal line be crosa’d, 
And your soul in Hell be 


lost: 
Be in time! : 
Be in time! Be in time!! 


While the voice of Jesus calig 
you, 
Be in time! 


If in sin you longer wait, 

You may find no open gate, 

And your cry be ‘Just toe 

late,’ . 
Be in time! 

(Reprinted from the book. | HAVE A 
MESSAGE, by Evancetiat I rstic wegen | 
Obtainable for S5@c¢ from Pickering 
Inglis Litd., 229 Bothwell St., Gua 

nd.) 
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Don’t forget what excellent 
Christmas gifts the books of 
Dr. John R. Rice make! Look 
over these titles today, and 
make out your Christmas list. 
You'll find a suitable book for 


every single person you want 
to remember. All clothbound, 
with lovely jackets. Ready for 


immediate shipment, postpaid, 
The Home: Courtship, Marriage 
and Children. (A _ Bible hand- 


book on love, the home 4 50 
and marriage; 381 pages) 4s 

The Sword Book of Treasures. 
(21 favorite stories, essays, ser- 
mons and articles taken from 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
compiled by Dr, Rice. Every 


chapter a spe- “) SD 
cial favorite!) ......... 4s 
‘Prayer, Asking and Receiving. 
(America’s best seller on pray- 
er; 90,000 copies already pub- 


lished. Every minister should 
have. 328 y - 00 
PABCS) wccevee ee. = 


The Scarlet Sin and Other Re. 
vival Sermons, (12 of Dr. Rice's 
most popular sermons, word for 
word as preached. 

254 pages) 


How to Have a Revival, by 
Evangelists Hyman Appelman, 
Joe Henry Hankins, Jesse M. 
Hendley, Bob Jones, Sr., John 
R. Rice and Robert J. §$ 

Wells. 399 pages 3.00 
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Revival Appeals. (16 of 
Dr. Rice’s most powerfully used 
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attending a revival $ 
campaign! 216 pages).. 1.50 
Themes. 


Twelve Tremendous 
(Simple, understandable teach- 
ing on the great Christian doc- 
trines. 12 chapters, 

177 pages) 
When Skeletons Come Out of 
Their Closets. (Eleven sermons 
“of the fiery evangelistic type 
so characteristic of Dr. Rice's 
ministry,” says The bd | 0 
Pilot. 191 large pages) . 


“And God Remembered i 
(Six beautiful devotional ser- 
mons, the pick of seven years 


of constant writ- $ 
ing, 123 pages) .......- 1.00 
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Preachers Should Have It 


(Continued from Page 1) 


pie, walking, : and leaping, and 
praising God.”—Acts 3:1-9. 
Peter said, “Silver and gold 
have I none; but such as I have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and 
walk.” That is what it means 
to be a preacher. It is not how 
much money you have, Maybe 
you do not have much, but you 
are not poor if you are of any 
account as a preacher. You have 
what the rest of the world does 
mot have, if you are God’s man. 
HM you do not have it, then in 
God's name make up your mind at 
@his conference how to. get it. 
Preachers ought to have some- 
thing the world does not have. 
Peter said, ‘I have it. I will not 
give this man a penny in his tin 
@up; I have something better than 


that.’ And he gave it to him. 
Now turn to Matthew 14:15-21. 


“And when it was evening, 
his disciples came to him, 
saying, This is a desert place, 
and the time is now past; send 
the multitude away, that they 
may go into the villages, and 
buy themselves victuals. But 
desus said unto them, They 
meed not depart; give ye them 
to eat. And they say unto 
him, We have here but five 
boaves, and two fishes . . .” 

In the book of John, Andrew 
@ays, “What are they among so 
many?” He said rather discour- 
@gingly, ‘Jesus, please don’t laugh 
@ me. This is all I could find. I 
know they cannot feed five thous- 
@nd people, but it is all we have.’ 

Jesus says, ‘They do not have 
$6 go home; you feed them.’ 

“But,” you say, “I don’t have 
@nything.” You had better get it 
then. You say, “But we do not 
Rave enough.” You had better 
know how to make it enough if 
you are going to preach, 

Did you know that a preacher 
is somebody? He certainly ought 
to be! It is very, popular these 
Gays to say, “Well, a preacher is 
mo different from anybody else.” 
There ought to be a difference. 
Bomebody says, “These days any 
Christian is a priest, and can pray 
for somebody else.” But in the 
Bible—I am not now talking about 
erGination, necessarily—-there was 
@ difference between the man of 
God and other Christians. He 
Was in a particular sense the 
man of God, 

Philip was down in Samaria. 
Bome disciples down there were 
gaved. They sent for Peter and 
Sohn from Jerusalem. They 
@ame down, laid their hands on 
them and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy 
Ghost. What was wrong with 
Deacon Philip praying for them? 
Me was the one who held the 
meeting. What was wrong with 
ether Christians down there pray- 
mg for them? I know. God 
gays, ‘I have some things I keep 
for My preachers.’ God has 
@omething for preachers. Preach- 
@rs are somebody! 

“He [Jesus] said, Bring them 
hither to me. And he command- 
ed the multitude to sit down on 
the grass, and/ took the five 
loaves, and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, he blessed, 
end brake, and gave the loaves 
te his disciples, and the disciples 
to the multitude. And they did 
@li eat, and were filled: and they 
took up of the fragments that 
Bemained twelve baskets full. 
And they that had eaten were 
@bout five thousand men, beside 
Women and children. 

In verse sixteen Jesus said, 
“They need not depart; give ye 
them to eat.” Let’s see if we can 
very informally go over some of 
the things that a preacher needs 
for himself. 


The Preacher Specially 
Stands in Christ’s 
Shoes 
In a sense every Christian does, 
®ut in a particular sense a preach- 
er stands in the shoes of Jesus 
Christ. He represents God on 
earth. That is going to have to 
be true in example. It is very 
popular these days to say, “Well, 
I dort like to build a congrega- 
tion around a man.” Is that so? 
Baul said, “Be ye followers of 


me, even as I also am of Christ.” 
He was saying, ‘Come on and 
follow me as I follow Christ,’ Is 
there anything wrong with that? 
Of course it ought not to be a 
carnal affection, but people ought 
to be expected to follow their pas- 
tor. People ought to be expected 
to follow their evangelist in a 
meeting. And I do not want 
anybody to invite me for a cam- 
paign except where the preachers 
and all are going to say, “We will 
fellow Brother Rice. He is God's 
man here. He is supposed to 
know what to do.” Preachers 
are to be examples and leaders. 

In my pulpit in Dallas one Sun- 
day morning I preached about 
the cost of serving God, the cost 
of going outside the gate bearing 
His reproach, the cost of daily cru- 
cifixion, of dying out for Jesus. I 
said to my church, “I want every- 
body this morning whe plans by 
God’s grace to lay self on the 
altar anew to live or die, te come 
and take my hand.” A woman 
who had not been saved very 
long, a Very earnest young Chris- 
tian and a lovely character, came 
weeping to take my hand. As 
she did so she said, “Brother Rice, 
I am going wherever you are 
going.” That was putting too 
much responsibility on me, I 
thought. I Was rather vexed at 
first, and I said, “You follow the 
Lord.” 

“But,” she said, “I do not know 
how to follow the Lord unless you 
show me.” 
found that that new convert had 
more nearly the right idea than 
I did. If anybody in the world is 
going to know how to live right, 
a preacher ought to know how. 
Sunday School pupils ought to 
follow Sunday School teachers. 
Children ought to follow their 
parents. Christians ought to fol- 
low preachers. That is God's 
plan. You had better make up 
your mind that you are going to 
be the best Christian—the most 
tenderhearted, the most prayer- 
ful, the most gentle, the purest 
Christian in your community.” 

No preacher has a right to ask 
any woman in his congregation 
to be any purer in heart and in 
life than he is. You have no 
right te expect any businessman 
in your town to pay his debts 
as quickly and as carefully as 
you do. A preacher is supposed 
to be somebody. If you do not 
intend to be somebody, get out 
of the ministry and get the stink 
off the profession! Do any of 
you preachers use tobacco? If 
you do, don’t you say a word 
about any woman ir your con- 
gregation or in the »world who 
uses it. Don’t you say a word 
about any person in your congre- 
gation or im the world who has a 
habit you have. If you are not 
cleaner than everybody in your 
congregation, then shut your trap, 
brother, shut your trap! Preach- 
ers, I say, are supposed to be 
somebody! You are supposed to 
take the lead. 

You say, “Well, now, that is 
pretty serious.” It is, but you 
ought to have thought about it 
before you set yourself up as a 
preacher. If you are going to 
have the love and devotion that 
people show one of God’s men, 
you ought to make up your mind 
to try to deserve it. You are a 
thief if you take honor that does 
not belong to you! 

Preachers Should Know God’s 
Will as Revealed in the Bible 

Here is another thing: preach- 
ers ought to know the mind of 
God in two ways. First of all, 
they ought to know the Bible. If 
somebody comes to you and asks, 
“What about this?” You ought 
to be able to say, “Sit here with 
me and we will see what the 
Bible says.” Preachers ought to 
know the answer. You may say, 
“Just go home and pray about 
it.” That is all right, but why 
don’t you pray with them where 
you are and help them find the 
answer ? 

I will get to the preaching end 
of it, but primarily what is 
wrong in this country is in the 
preacher’s character. I am not 
now talking about whether or not 
he gets drunk. I am_ talking 
about development, about taking 


| responsibility, about the power of 


% 


After I got away 1 


God, the purity of God, the Spirit 
of God, and the wisdom of God 
that a preacher ought to have. 
You cannot be an extraordinary 
preacher until you are an extraor- 
dinary man. You must be a good 
Christian before you can be a 
good preacher. Many men who 
did not believe that have gone on 
the rocks. They were more con- 
cerned about their preaching than 
their living. 

I say you ought to know the 
answer. We say that people 
ought to study the Bible for them- 
selves. We believe, don’t we, in 
the right of every § individual 
Christian to go to the Word of 
God? You say, “I do not believe 
in the Catholic way of having to 
go to the priest to get the inter- 
pretation.” Well there is some- 
thing to that, but God still ex- 
pects preachers to lead. The 
eunuch was a smart man. He 
was treasurer to Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians. He was a 
cultured gentleman, He was a 
well-developed man in _ spiritual 
matters. He had been to Jeru- 
salem to worship. He had heard 
the best Bible conference teach- 
ers. Philip came along and said 
to him, “Understandest thou what 
thou readest?” (He was reading 
over in Isaiah.) The proper an- 
swer to that apparentiy, wouid 
have been, “You nut, what do you 
suppose I’m reading it for? Here 
you are, a tramp, hitchhiking on 
the road, asking me if I under- 
stand what I’m reading.” But 
that was not the answer he gave 
him. That cultured gentleman 
said, “How can I, except some 
man should guide me?” There 
ought to be somebody, then, to 
show people what the Bible 
means. There ought to be some- 
body who knows the spiritual in- 
terpretation of the Word of God. 
There ought to be somebody who 
can say, “This is God’s Word and 
this is what God means. I know 
it and can show you.” A preacher 
ought to know! Philip was to 
help the eunuch as James and 
John had helped him see-that his 
new converts at Samaria were 
Spirit-filled. 


Preachers Should Have Di- 


vine Leading and Wisdom 
for Others 
Not only ought a preacher 


know the mind of God by knowing 
the Word of God, but in practi- 
cal life a preacher ought to know 
what is God’s will. I have been 
greatly impressed about that. You 
say, “Everybody ought to have 
divine leading.” Well, in the Bi- 
ble we find a strange thing. Paul 
had an evangelistic party. The 
party was having a great tour 
and the Scripture says in the six- 
teenth chapter of Acts, “They 
assayed to go into Bithynia: but 


the Spirit suffered them not.” 
Then they thought, ‘Well, we will 
go over there,’ but the Lord 


would not let them; And that 
night Paul had a vision. A mah 
said, “Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us.” Then Luke writ- 
ing said, “We endeavored to go 
into Macedonia, assuredly gather- 
ing that the Lord had called us 
for to preach the gospel unto 
them.” ‘We’? Yes, if Paul says 
that it is the thing to do, it is the 
thing to do. That was the way it 
was in the Bible. 

Many times the head of a fam- 
ily must get leading for the fam- 
ily. You husbands are to find 
the will of God. Many times 
you will find it before your wife 
does and she will say, “All right, 
if that is right, we will follow 
it.” A pastor ought to know the 
will of God for his church before 
his people do. I am for the Chris- 
tian getting close to God.; but 
listen to me, we sure need some 
grown, ae-men preachers these 
days who know the will of God 
for others. 

People come to me all the time 
with burdens too heavy for. any 
mortal shoulder to bear. People 
come to me all the time with 
problems, and I must answer 
them. I have done it, oh, ten 
of thousand of times! If you do 
not believe it, sometimes ask 
Miss Viola Walden here, my sec- 
retary, to show you book after 
book, scrapbook after scrapbook 
of answers. Of course for in- 
dividual problems of action and 
conduct there must be divine wis- 
dom, and I must find again what 
I ean tell them. Sometimes I 
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have to keep a letter for a month 
or two and pray over i again 
and again until I know what to 
say. I dare not be lighthearted 
about it, dare not to be too hasty 
or frivolous about it. 


A preacher ought to know what 
to do. For example, back in the 
days of Elisha the wife of one of 
the sons of the prophets came 
and said, “Thy servant, my hus- 
band is dead. He was a godly 
man, but he left a debt and the 
creditor has now come to take my 
two sons to be bondmen. What 
shall I do?’ She had said, ‘I don’t 
have any money- I don’t have 
any answer. There is no help in 
the law. I will go to the preach- 
er.. Why didn’t the preacher 
say, “What -business is that of 
mine—JI do not have money to pay 
your debts’? He did not say it. He 
said, ‘It is my burden, You have 
come to the right place. What 
do you have in your house?’ 

She said, “Thine handmaid hattr 
not any thing in the house, save 


a little pot of oil” (II Kings 
4:2). 
He said, “Go, borrow thee ves- 


sels abroad of all thy neighbours, 
even empty vessels; borrow not a 
few. And when thou art come in, 
thou shalt shut the door upon 
thee and upon thy sons, and 
thou shalt pour into all those 
vessels, and thou shalt set aside 
that which is full” (II Kings 4: 
3, 4). The prophet of God ought 
to have the answer. People ought 
to be able to come to a pastor, 
ought to be able to come to an 
evangelist and say, “Now, what 
is the answer to my problem?” 
And we ought to be able either 
to give them the answer or tell 
them how to find the answer 
from God. Do you believe that 
God intended to leave people mill- 
ing in the dark and in ignorance 
and distress and defeat as they 


are in the world today? “Ye are 
the light of the world” (Matt. 
5:14). That is true about all 


Christians in some sense, but it 
was particularly addressed to the 
leaders, the aposties and others, 
I think. If anybody is going to 
be the light of the world, it ought 
to be preachers, even more s0 
than others. Don’t you think so? 
You need not ask a man in your 
congregation to be the light 
for his family if you cannot be 
the light for the whole congrega- 
tion. You need not say to some 
good woman, “Why can’t you 
keep your daughter from playing 
the harlot? Why can’t you keep 
your daughter from going out 
with the. dancing, necking 
crowd?” unless you have the di- 
vine answer and help for the 
whole congregation. * If a woman 
is broken-hearted over a drunken 
husband, you ought to be able 
to tell her what to do. And 
there is another answer besides 
divorcing him, too. The world 
can give that advice. Haven't 
you anything the ungodly world 
does not have? Haven't you any- 
thing a psychiatrist does not 
have? Haven’t you any more 
than a medical doctor has in an- 
Swering the problems and _ the 
burdens of the people around 
about you? 

You see, a preacher is some- 
body. He should haye the: light, 
shouldn’t he? 


The Bible Preacher Should 
Be Clothed With Some of 
God’s Power and Authority 


And the third thing is, the 
preacher is supposed to have 
power that nobody else has. I 
am not now talking only about 
his preaching. When you come 
to think about it, it is amazing 
how much God wants to give peo- 
ple. It is ours, but we do not 
take it. We do not mean busi- 
ness enough. We do not wait on 
God long enough. We do not 
pray enough. We do not expect 


—— 


mM and do not elaim it. We are 
not like Joshua. Im the Bible 
Joshua said, ‘I have no time now 
to get down on my knees and 
hem and haw, Lord. Sun, stand 
still right over the valley, right 
over there. You stay rigit thene,’ 
And it stayed there an extra 
twenty-four hours. That looks te 
me as if Joshua is probably al- 
ready on pretty good ee 
terms with the Lord. 


The Lord said, ‘All right, Joshua, 
I will risk you. I will give you a 
Signed check. If you are ever 
in a tight, just come on and bear 
down.’ 


Are you so far off that you must 
have a big scrap every time yow 
get anything from God? lam fer 
waiting on God, but sometimes 
there is not much time to. wait, 
You had better’ be doing ‘your 
praying ahead of time. There are 
some men who know ahead of 
time what God wants and what 
they ought to do and what they 
ought to pray for, 


The other day we had prayer 
about the burden of the Carolina 
campaigns. I have, with help from 
some other people, spent $4,000. 
I prayed that God would send some 
help. That morning at the break- 
fast table at our devotions I 
prayed, “God, send a token today 
and lighten this burden and let us 
know You are with us.” And Joy, 
who is nine years old, prayed that 
God would “seng Daddy a thousandg 
dollars today.” I was not that 
definite. I did not ask for & 
thousand dollars, but I asked for 
help that day. Then I went down 
to the office and with the heads 
of the departments and Miss Lola, 
the manager, had prayer and aske@ 
God to give special favor in the 
mail that day. After the regular 
office devotions Miss Viola was 
opening my personal mail and she 
said, ‘“‘Praise the Lord!” and came 
to me with a check for $1,000. 


Now the point is that God had 
the check already in the mail when 
we prayed that day. The man had 
already made up his mind, written 
the check ang put it in the mail 
and it was coming that morn 
But the Lord said, ‘ “Now ” 
wouldn’t be right to treat JoRn 
Rice that way. He is My partner, 
is in My business, and I ought te 
tell him about it and let him ask 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


= Preachers Should Have It 


(Continued from Page 4) 
for it. I ought to take him into 
My confidence.” 

A preacher ought to know the 
will of God and ougiit sometimes 
to say, “I will act for God in this 
matter, I will speak for God.”’ 


That sounds presumptuous, That 
seems as if a fellow could get 
slapped down, doesn’t it? But 


do you know that some of the 
things that sound presumptuous 
are really faith. Joshua saiq to 
the sun, ‘Stand still; stay right 
there now. Lord, I don’t have any 
time to argue about this; 
chasing these kings.’ 

The Lord said, ‘I 


I'm 


understand. 


Kings 4). One day Elisha called 
his servant, Gehazi, and _ said, 
‘What can we do for this Shunam- 
mite ?’ 

The seryant very wisely said, 
“She hath no child.” (Any normal 
wife would want a baby. She did 
not have any baby and her hus- 
band was old and it looked as if 
she never would have one unless 
God intervened.) Elisha said, Go 
call the woman.’ And she came. 
He diq not have to wait and talk 
to God a long time. He said, 
‘About this time next year you 
will have a boy.’ My, does he 
have all the secrets in Heaven! 
He seemingly has not only all the 
secrets. but the power to say yes 


Joshua, go ahead. And if you want (or no as well, 


the moon to do anything, tell it to | 
Don’t you think the | 


do it, too.’ 
Lord did? 


Preachers Can Sometimes 
Command God for 


3 | Miracles 

There are many such instances 
in the Bible. You rememver that [ have gone this far, now let 
Ahazjah sent a captain and fifty |‘ 8!'ve you another text. I was 


men after Elijah. He said, “rel! 


| not ready to give it before. It is 


that man of God that I saigq to | in Isaiah’ 45:il: “Thus saith the 


come down.’ 
wedhe capiain of the fifty 
came up there and said, ‘O man 
of -God, thus hath the king said, 
Come down quickly” (il Kings 
-A:L1), 

Elijah said, “If I be a man of 
God,, let. fire come down from 
heaven ,and consume thee and thy 
afty’’. (IL Kings 1:12). He did 
not. stop and have a lot of palaver. 
E-believe in sometimes spending a 
whole night or long days in prayer, 
wailing on Godg and 
God, not doing anything but pray- 
ing.. But a preacher 


him so that when he come to .an 
emergency God will be with him, 
he will know it and expect God to 
do something, 

In Waxahachie, Texas, we were 
im a great revival campaign. I 
was preaching hard against sin— 
and listen, if we had more straight, 
plain, hard preaching against sin, 
we would have more of God's 
judgment on sin and God would 
back up the preachers more! Al- 
ready we had had .two sudden 

_deaths, and I stood in the pulpit 
one night and said, “Gog is going 
to wake up this town. By this 
time tomorrow night somebody 
else who has. been hearing 
me preach and turning down 
the gospel and going on _ in 
sin will be dead.” I was rather 
surprised at myself. That was 
not exactly what I had planned to 
say. But I said, “That is the 
prophecy of God; I’m going to let 
it stand.” 

“The next afternoon at 5:45 they 
found a man down at the water 
‘system shot through the heart. 
That man’s wife and two daugh- 
iters had heard me make that 
prophecy. He himself had been 
there the night before and heard 
me preach. His wife called on 
me to preach the funeral sermon. 

That is unusual, but what I am 
saying is.that a preacher ought to 
haye God’s power at his fingertips. 

A preacher ought to be somebody. 
O. God, have pity on us midgets, 
us -poor, puny, unbelieving, carnal- 
minded, patterned-after-the-world 
kind of preachers! Preachers ought 
to be’ somebody! And the rest of 
you people, you full-time workers 
and Sunday School-teachers, what 
about you? If we had more of 
God, we would have more of His 
authority, wouldn't we? 

Yoy will remember that Elisha 
was in the home of the Shunam- 
mite woman and her husband, that 
great woman who built a little 
bedroom upon the wall for Blisha 
and put a bed in it, and a candle- 
stick and a chair and a table (II 


men : 
/ come 


cryittg to. 


| Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and 


his Maker, Ask me of things to 
concerning my sons, and 


| concerning the work of my hands 
,command ye me.” 


Now, not every- 
body can boss God around; but if 
you enter into the secret place 
enough the Lord will say, “I will 
turn a good deal of this business 
over to you.” “Concerning the 
work of my hands command ye 
me.” There are a good many 
things about which you ought to 
be on such intimate terms with 
the Lord that you can say, “Well, 


ought to | Lord, I already know what You 


have a lot of that already behind |W®"t to do about this. 


I'll just 
have it done.” 

As Peter and John went into 
the temple there was a lame man. 
They said, “Look on us.” 

The fellow looked up = and 
thought, ‘I may even get a dime in 
my tin cup now instead of a 
penny.’ 

‘Nope,’ Peter said ‘silver and 
gold—we don’t have it. But I 
have something better.” He was 
like most. preachers, he did not 
have much silver and gold—well, 
I suppose not much like us either. 
We have more money than he had. 
But, God have pity on us, every- 
where there are drunkards and we 
do not get them freed from their 
drunkenness and slavery. There 
are broken homes and we cannot 
get them together. There are 
despairing, defeated, whipped 
Christians, and we cannot do any- 
thing for them, There are harlots 
and infidels to be saved and we 
cannot reach them. God have pity! 
We cannot very well say as did 
Peter, ‘I don’t have silver and 
gold, but I sure have something 
better. Come on and I will give 
it to you right now.’ 

The matter of healing comes in 
here. I will not say much about 
it. I do not think it is always 
God's will to heal the sick, but I 


‘think every preacher ought some- 


times to have some remarkable, 
miraculous answers to prayer that 
everybody knows about, Peter 
said, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rise up and walk.” 
I suppose the man had not tried 
to walk until then. Peter got him 
by the hand and lifted. Peter had 
faith, ang he had a little. And 
faith began to spring up in the 
hopelessness of his heart and he 
walked and leaped and praised 
God. A crowd gathered, Peter 
préached a sermon and got a lot 
of people converted. Here is a 
strange thing: following every 
great revival or in every really 
great revival there have been some 
outstanding physical miracles. 
Don’t you tell me it was ended 
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the Bible was finished. I 
know better! 


When Grace who has been play- 
ing the piano here was five years 


old and had diphtheria and a fever 


of 105 degrees, my wife and I 
knelt by her bedside. I prayed 
and then Mrs. Rice prayed. Then 
I prayed and she prayed. I prayed 
again and she prayed again. I had 
said, ‘I’m not going to get off my 
knees until I know, until God 
gives me the assurance.” Finally 
I said, “All right, I know it is all 
right.” 


Mrs. Rice said, 
same way.” We got up from our 
knees. Her fever went down that 
afternoon and she had no more. 
The nurse came out the next day 
and could not find a trace of 
diphtheria. We were not guessing 
that it was diphtheria. We had not 
only been to the doctor, but the 
doctor had taken a culture from 
her throat) had put it to the 
laboratory test and there was no 
doubt that it was diphtheria. She 
had a fever of 105, the disease was 
already far developed and _ the 
throat was nearly closed. But 
God healed her. She was well in 
a few hours at most. I know what 
God did about that; I am not 
guessing. 

“In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk.” The 
preacher ought to have power. 
What do you think of a preacher 
who talks about the mighty power 
of God but who never sees any- 
thing--happen ? 

In West Texas in 1930 there 
was a withering drought. Hardly 
a soul here, I suspect, ever saw a 
drought like it. They did not 
have corn, but in early summer 
the dry land crops like feterita, 
kaffir corn, and other sorghum 
grain crops, were withered down 
to within a foot ef the ground 
and were brown and seared as if 
the frost had struck them. Some 
of the pastures were as bare as 
this.. floor. Water was being 
shipped in railroad cars for people 
to drink because so many wells 
hag gone dry. 

We had revival services and I 
said to my wife, “If the people 
here want a revival, and if I find 


“T feel the 


they are willing to repent and turn 
to God so God can be honored in 
it, Ll am going to ask God to send’ 
a rain.” 

1 preached hard against sin a 
few days and tound people began 
to be tenderhearted ang burdened 
for sinners, and I called for a day 
of prayer. I said, “We are going 
to pray for God to send a rain in 
twenty-four hours. If it does not 
come in twenty-four hours, it is 
not the answer to this prayer; it 
is just the normal course of events. 
[ want the ungodly and the 
heathen and the infidels around 
here to know that a living God 
answers prayer. I want them to 


know Il am His preacher. I want 
them to know God hears this 
crowd,” . 

In the night service we had 
Special prayer. Then we went 
home. Nothing happened that 
night. We came together again 


at eleven o'clock the next morning. 
The sun was shining bright. There 
was not a cloud in the sky. We 
prayed again. I said. ‘Remember, 
if the rain does not come by to- 
night, by the end of the twenty- 
four hour period, it is not the 
answer to our prayers, it is just 
the ordinary course of events. It 
would have happened anyhow.” 
Of course my wife believed in 
prayer and in praying for rain. 
But we had our babies with us 
and she needed to wash. She 
sent Grace, who was then five or 
six years old, to a neighbor to bor- 
row atub. About that time black 
clouds began to boil out of the 


east, and before the baby got 
back the wing came up and blew 
the tub out of the hands of the 
little’ girl. She fell down ang the 
tub went bouncing across. the 
prairie. Mrs. Rice had to go and 
rescue the tub arki the baby and 
before she got back the rain had 
begun. Oh, what a flood of rain! 
We had a service that night. We 
could not have it in the Baptist 
tabernacle because it was blown 
off the blocks and was all upset. 
We had to borrow the Methodist 
Church. People did not come in 
their cars. The roads were so 
muddy that people put on wading 
boots and walked or came in farm 


wagons. They filled the building 


and sat in all the windows of that 
Methodist Church. And I preached 
that night on “A God Who Aa- 
swerg Prayer.” 


Now listen to me, a preacher 
ought to have power with God. A 
preacher ought to be able to say 
to the “down and out” and the 
ruined and those who have come 
to a dead end, “I do not have the 
money but I have what you need. 
And I will give it to you. Swueh 
as I have, 1 give to you.” A 
preacher ought to have power! 


Prayer Is the Preacher’s 
Most Important Work 


Now that leads me to the 
closing word that I have to say 
and that is that the preacher is 
going to have to wait on God. 
rhe prayer closet is the main thing 
in the life of a preacher. You are 
going to have to learn to wait on 
God until you have the wisdom, 
wait on God until you have the 
message, wait on God until you 
have the power, the fullness of the 
Spirit of God. Any kind of a 
ministry that is in less than the 
fullness of the Spirit of God is a 
travesty, a joke, the laughter of 
infidels and demons. Preachers 
ought to have something from 
God! 

I think of Brother Ernest 
Reveal at the Evansville HKescue 
Mission down at the Rescue 
Mission at Evansville, Indiana. 1 
go there each year. Brother 
Reveal is very informal in his 
praying—he just chats with the 
Lord. I remember one day we got 


in his Car and he could not at first 
i\find his keys. 


He said, “Now, 
look here!” Another time 
misplaced something and he 


Lord, 
he 


said, “Lord, help Ernie!” He 
calls himself, “Ernie.” One icy. 
day when Brother Clarke and I 


were there we were out at the 
house with Mr. Reveal and started 
to drive in. He is lame has a 
brace on one leg, so he is rather 
handicappeq in his driving, ef 
course. So he prayed and said, 
“Lord, put an angel on this fender 
and an angel on that fender and 
one on the top. Lord, the rain and 
the sleet will not ruffle a feather. 
Look after me. I’m Your pet and 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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cussed in a simple, friendly, 
instructive fashion that will 
please and bless and help, 
People with home problems 
should have it; young people 
will want it; every home will 
be better for the reading of 
it. 


Watchman-Examiner. 


pes 


woman should read it. 


enlightening. 


Asbury College. 
22 chapters, 381 pages, lovely 
cloth binding with jacket ... 


“A Biblical manual of first grade impor- 
tance,” said Dr. John W. Bradbury of the 


“Spiritually sound, wise in counsel, careful 
in thought, chaste in expression, and white 
hot with passion for the glory of the Lord 
Jesus,” said Dr. Henry Hepburn of Chicago. 

“T do not see how any young couple- or 
how any home would want to be without it. 
It should be read by parents as well as chil- 
Every young husband, or prospec- 
tive Husband, as well as every young lady who 
plans to be married, or every young married 
The frankness with 
which the author discusses some of the prac- 
tical problems of life is refreshing as well as 
I highly recommend it,” was 
the report of Dr. Z. T. Johnson, president of 


Pre 


AT YOUR BOOKSELLERS, OR ORDER FROM 


SWORD of the LORD PUBLISHERS ‘warstos! ‘auinow 


Three Important Books 


For Three Important People On Your 


Christmas List 


SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES—Compiled by Editor John 
Here is a book we are sure every subscriber to The 
Sword of the Lord will want to own, because it contains the 


R. Rice. 


very articles and stories and 


hearts through the years. Every one of these chapters was first 
printed in The Sword of the Lord, and every one of them was 
popular and read with great blessing. Chapters by such great 
Christian writers as R. A. Torrey, B. H. Carroll, S, D. Gordon, 
R. L. Moyer, and by Clinton N. Howard, Dyson Hague, Walter 
L. Wilson, Oswald J. Smith, Hyman Appelman, and three mes- 


sages by Editor John R., Rice. 


chapter worth the price of the whole book! 
pages, bound in lovely green cloth with gold stamping, pictured 
Pictures and biographical sketches of 

Price onlv .... 


jacket. - 
most authors, 


teaching vital, 


“A concise, 


clusively that 
prayer .. 


discussion. 


828 pages, 71 


jacket. Price 


of the man.”’—-Our Hope. 


this great truth which will demonstrate con- 


. Every pastor, teacher and layman 
would do well to secure a copy of this timely 
Not only will it prove a blessing 
to the individual heart but it is so arranged 
that it could well serve as a text-book for 
teaching on prayer.’’—Grace and Truth. 


“One cannot read Prayer—Asking and Re- 
ceiving without gaining a richer concept of 
the blessings of communion with God.’’—Ar- 
kansas Baptist. 


binding, with attractive 


sermons that have so blessed 


Every reader will find here one 
21 chapters, 352 


PRAYER— 
Asking and Receiving 


By Dr. Rice 


Bible teaching on prayer 
that every. Christian can 
read, enjoy and utilize. Every 
preacher should have it; 
thousands have already read 
and been blessed. 90,000 cop. 
ies of the book already pub- 
lished—truly a “Best Seller 
on Prayer.” 

“Its scope is wide, its 
and in it is the evident spirit 


clear and biblical teaching on 


God still hears and answers 


great chapters. Blue cloth 
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Friday, Mev: 26, 1047 


Greenville, S. C. Revival 


___ Campaigns 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ht a delegation of 101 people. 
y night people have attended 
outlying towns. Last night 
group was present from Macon, 
rgia. Last Sunday visitors came 
m Atlanta. Dr. and Mrs. Wal- 
ter Leas flew down from Washing- 
ton, D. C. to attend the revival 
service over the last weekend. Two 
@vangelists widely used have spent 
the entire three weeks here at- 
tending the campaign. The South 
@arolina Baptist State Convention 
met m Greenville the first three 
Gays of this week, and scores of 
the ministers attending were in 
our services Tuesday and Wednes- 
day nights. 
College And University Groups 
mM was my happy privilege to 
@peak in Welcome High School to 
@ most attentive audience. After 
my message on “The Four Biggest 
Pools,” many students held their 
hands in token that they realized 
themselves to be sinners and 
wished to turn te Christ as 
Saviour. In such a public school 
I did not feel free to press the 
fmvitation, and since I did not get 
@ deal personally with these young 
people, none of them were record- 


@4 as converts but I believe a 


mumber genuinely turned to Christ 
for mercy and salvation. 

It was my joy to speak in 
Furman University chapel and 
then again in the Vesper service, 
@m the men’s campus. This, one 
@ the older of Southern Baptist 
educational institutions, was in a 
gense the mother of the Southern 
Baptist Seminary at Louisville and 
@ her graduates a number have 
been prominently and_ greatly 
weed, as Dr. Robert G. Lee of 
Memphis, and Dr. Marshall Craig 
of Dallas. _I found some eager and 
promising Young men deeply con- 
@erned about the work of Christ. 

It was also my happy privilege to 
@peak to about eighty ministerial 
Gtudents in the North Greenville 
Bunior College, eighteen miles 
north of Greenville. Here I found 
a fine spiritual atmosphere among 
students and faculty, and met an 
eld seminary mate in Brother 
Gillespie who is just leaving the 
faculty for district * missionary 
work. 

It was a very great privilege 
$e speak four times in chapel at 
Bob Jones University in their won- 
gerful new five-million-dollar plant. 
The new auditorium seating three 
thousand, practically finished now, 
will be dedicated on Thanksgiving 
day. Meantime, for the daily chapel 
program it takes the gymnasium, 
plus the War Memorial chapel, 
plus another large room, to seat 
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the 2,500 people of the student 
body ang faculty for chapel. I 
also had the privilege of speaking 
to the 750 ministerial students in 
the preachers’ class on soul-win- 
ning power, and I spoke on the 
college tabernacle hour broadcast 
one night, assisted by the great 
University choir. 

It has been a joy to have many 
hundreds of college and university 
students in our services. The 
Home Memorial Bible College 
choir nearly filled our platform 
and furnished special music one 
night. From Furman University 
the college homecoming queen 
sang for usa beautifully and a 
splendid violinist played. Many 
students of North Greenville Jun- 
ior High attended the meeting. 
Last Saturday night there were 
not lesg than ome thousand Bob 
Jones students present, and last 
night (Friday, Nov. 14) a delega- 
tion of hundreds of “preacher 
boys” was present. What a thrill 
te preach to them! Dr. Bob Jones 
Sr. was in the service a time or 
two. Dr. Monroe Parker, assistant 
to the University president, was 
frequently there. And what a 
joy it was to see Dr. Bob Jones, 
Jr., University president, in the 
audience doing personal work and 
leading to Christ a Catholic young 
man, one of the only three or four 
in the University student body who 
had been yet unsaved! Hundreds 
had been saved since Bob Jones 
University opened. It is a wonder- 
ful thing to see a great University 
president winning souls. Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr. and Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 
were, much of the time I was here, 
occupied in campaigns of their 
own, Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.. in the 
Temple Baptist Church, Phila- 
delphia, with Dr. Daniel Poling, 
and Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., in Calvary 
Baptist Church in New York City. 
In view of their heavy duties, we 
were especially grateful that these 
good friends attended the revival 
campaign. 

Happy Spiritual Incidents 

Here where there are so many 
Christians but so much worldliness 
among Christians, I felt led to 
preach most of the first two weeks 
to Christians, and there ig much 
evidence that God did a genuine 
work of grace and revival in the 
lives of Christians. A Sunday 
School superintendent quit tobacco. 
He figured that he spent over $100 
a year on cigars, and decided that 
he ought to give that much extra 
to the Lord’s cause, beside his 
regular tithe which is paid through 
his church. Therefore after coun- 
sel and feeling that he must do 
more to reach the unsaved, he is 


Preachers Should Have It 
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i must drive down there in the 
ice and sleet. Help me out, Lord.” 
And the Lord did! 

I was closing a service there one 
time. It was their twenty-third 
anniversary in that great rescue 
Mission. Brother Reveal led the 
closing prayer. He said, “Lord, 
thank You for these twenty-three 
years.” They had a sign up there 
showing how many conversions 
there had been. It was 7,700 odd, 
maybe 7,707—anyway, the number 
was there. And they had given 
#0 many beds, so many articles of 
furniture, 
clothing, etc, The number ran up 
to many thousands. He had gone 
over that so much, and in his 
prayer he said, “Lord, if I can just 
stay here another twenty-three 
years ang have these results, let 
me see, that would he 5,400 
gaved...” Soon he was over his 
head trying to double those big 
figures in his mind while he was 
praying, so he said, “Just figur 
it out for Yourself, Lord!” . 

Dr. Reveal owed $500 one time. 
He got on the phone and called 

the women who came regularly 


said, “I want you to come. 


Gown here and have a prayer 
meeting. We will meet at 10:00 
clock. We need this $500 to pay 
Bis. They are current bills and 
ey ought to be paid.” 
I was there. And he did an 
apparently foolish thing. It seemed 


sO many pieces  of- 


to me at the time to be pretty 
bad. He laid the bills out on his 
desk one after another as if the 
Lord would have any _ trouble 
knowing all about them. Then he 
leaned back and said, “O Lord, 
everybody knows me. I have been 
here twenty-three years. Every- 
body knows Ernest Reveal pays 
his debts. Of course You know 
better than I do, Lord, but if you 
don’t pay these bills there is sure 
going to be a stink in this town!” 
At first I was a little scandalized. 
It seemed rather sacrilegious to 
me. But while the women were 
coming in to start the prayer 
meeting the mailman came and 
there was one letter that had a 
check for $500 in it. I decided 
that maybe it was not so sacri- 
legious as I thought! 

What I am saying is that a 
preacher ought to speak for God, 
ought te have God’s wisdom and 
God’s power. Do you have it? 

PRAYER: O God, bless these 
preachers. Forgive us that we 
are willing to be content with less 
than the best and less than all the 


have. Bless these evangelists. Fill 
us with the Holy Ghost. Make us 
pure, good men, men.or power and 
might. O God, breathe upon us! 
Make us so everybody will know 
we are God’s.men, so God san say, 
“I can fill them with the Spirit, I 
can give them power.” Oh, breathe 


upon us today, in Jesus’ name, 


wisdom and power we ought to: 


making owt a list of one hundred 


unsaved families. To each of these | 


he will send my booklet on“What 
Must I De te Be Savedt” and will 
subecribe for each family for one 
year to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. He and I had fervent 
prayer together that Goq would 


juse his methods to save a number 


of the unconverted. 

Three women who are mill 
workers came to me earnestiy 
asking if we might not have a 
season of prayer together that 
they would be definitely endued 
with power to win souls. All 
three are now active and useful 
Christians, 


Trouble had arisen im a church 
over the divorce question, and thir- 
ty people were expelled. One of 
them with deep concern appealed 
to me for counsel as to how the 
breach im fellowship could be 
healed. ' 

A good many convicted and re- 
vived im these services have set 
out to pay bad debts, apologize. 
te loved omes, make peace with 
enemies. One man told me with 
tears, “Today I went to pay $10 
to a colored shine boy from whom 
I had stolen $5.00.55 Then he talk- 
ed to him about the Lord. 

One salesman was deeply con- 
cerned about the revival cam- 
paign, felt burdened to attend. 
Leaving Greenville for the week’s 
tour he prayed about the matter, 
sold enough goods the first day 
to make a profit of over $200 and 
hurried back to spend the last 
of the week in revival. 


God is graciously saving souls 
every night of the campaign, 
sometimes a few, sometimes 
many. Last night a _ notorious 


drunkard was saved. The night 
before he was present when Il 
spoke on “The Double Curse of 
Booze,” or “Do Drunkards Go to 
Hell?’’ He was deeply convicted, 
asked for prayer, was carefully 
instructed by one of the pastors. 
Yet he said to me, “My mind is 
not clear. I am not yet _ free 
enough of liquor to be sure of my) 
decision. But I promise you I 
will seek God with all my heart 
and I promise you I will be back 
here tomorrow night.” I let him 
go home on that and last night 
he was triumphantly, wonderfully 
saved. He said that he stayed 
indoors all day lest he should be 
trapped into drinking, and he had 
promised God to be at the service 
and get the matter settled last 
night. His life had been notor- 
ious. : 

Another drunkard, 
weeks ago, came to me for fur- 
ther instruction the next night. 
He and his wife promised to set 
up family altar, with daily Bible 
reading and prayer. And he 
seemed joyously happy with his 
new-found peace. 

Night before last, among oth- 
ers, a@ young woman held her 
hand for prayer. When the in- 
vitation was given, I felt immedi- 
ately led to leave the platform 
and go to her but she started from 
her place by the time I approach- 
ed her and was immediately fol- 
lowed by her brother and her 
brother’s wife, and a little later 
by her father, all coming to take 
Christ as Saviour. 

A large proportion of the con- 
verts have been men. One of the 
ushers was deeply concerned about 
his father. Some friends had en- 
treated him to come to Christ, 
and he stubbornly refused. Yet 
after they had left him h: became 
so convicted that he came alone 
at once to me to take my hand 
and claim Christ as his Saviour. 
He is a window dresser in a lo- 
cal department store. After he 
was saved the problem came up 
of decorating windows for Christ- 
-masg and he told his employers, 
“I can work Monday night, for 
that is rest night at the revival. 
But aH the other work will have 
to be done in the daytime because 
I have a date at night with a doc- 
tor—a spiritual doctor—and I 
must go. 

There were between twenty and 
thirty professions of faith last 
Sunday night in an unusually 
blessed service. And night after 
night we have seen miracles of 
grace. We look for a great reap- 
ing. the closing three services— 
Saturday night, Sunday afternoon 
and Sunday night. 

Further Engagements | 

After a few days at our homes, 
the party begins next Sunday, Ne- 


saved two 
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lady saying, “I don’t believe in 
revival.” 

I could not help saying, “No, 
madam, the Devil doesn't, either.” 

Where is the church that has 
#90 much religion that it cannot 
do with an awakening, with new 
energy. and life? 

You may tell me a revival can- 
not be organized. I agree. I de- 
fy any one to organize a revival. 
You can no more do it than you 
can organize the spring. You 
can plant the seeds. You can 
dig the soil. You can plough: 
That is the order. That is com- 
mon sense. You cannot do more. 
You cannot make things grow. 
You cannot work up a revival. 
You must leave it to the Holy 
Spirit. 

Any man, however, can hinder 
a revival by unbelief and disobed- 
rence. 

Politicians pray that a revival 
may come their way. Business 
people pray that a revival may 
come in their trade. Working 
men pray for a revival that may 
mean a better wage. 

We pray for a revival that will 
bring people to God, that will 
make awkward people = lovable, 
difficult people sweet and win- 
some, crooked people straight. It 
is coming. The key to the situ- 
ation of the world’s salvation hes 
with the Church of God. 

The trouble is, we don’t* know 
how to put the key in the lock. 
We have to learn how, 

Who objects to  spring—to 
spring music and spring flowers 
with their promise of harvest and 
of plenty? Would any sane per- 
son lift his voice in public and 
definitely proclaim, “I don’t be- 
lieve in and I refuse to have 
spring?” Can you conceive what 
it would mean if spring for once 
failed to come? A year without 


spring! What havoc! What 
ruin! What waste! A bare world 
—everything dry. No sap, no 


germination, no life, no new crea- 
tion; not a bird nor a blossom, 
all nature stagnant, fields without 


grain, orchards without ‘fruit; 
fountains and rivers dry; birds 
without young, flocks without 


lambs, herds without kine, mead- 
ows without grass, gardens with- 
out flowers, birds without song; 
no call of the cuckoo, no trill of 
the lark, no piping of the thrush, 
no harmony of nightingale; a 


grey, dark, heavy, cold, lifeless 
Sky; dearth and death every- 
where! No spring! A_ world 


without bread, seeds without life, 
cities turned into cemeteries! 


But let spring smile. The seeds 
burst. The trees break into 
beauty. The green lush grass 


clothes the meadow. The woods 
burst into song, the lambs skip, 
the calves low, the children play 
merrily, the rainbow spans the 
sky, the orchards bow down their 
branches with fruit. Beauty and 


vember 26, a union revival cam- 
paign at Lewistown, Pennsyl- 
vania, in the First Methodist 
Church auditorium, the largest 
available building, which is to 
continue, God willing, through 
December 14. 


December 29-January 4 we will’ 


be in the Evansville Rescue Mis- 
sion, Evansville, Indiana, with Dr. 
Ernest I. Reveal. 

A city-wide revival planned for 


_the party at Akron, Ohio, by the 


Evangelical Ministers’ Associa- 
tion, planned to begin January 11, 
has been postponed because no 
suitable auditorium can be. se- 
cured for long enough te have 
such a eampaign. 

February 25 I will go to Oak- 
land, California, for a city-wide 
campaign, running through March 
14. We long to have the prayers 
of friends for God’s mighty pow- 
ed to be upon us, and that muiti- 
tudes of sinners will find Christ 
and God's people will be every- 
where revived: and stirred and 
blessed. . 

All my mail should be sent to 
214 West Wesley Street, Whea- 
ton, Hlinois, and wherever I am, 
it will be forwarded by air mail 
the same day, os 


Baer vw 


ed 


| promise of plenty everywhere! 

And what spring is m the world 
of nature, grace is im the world 
of Spirit. 

What the Church needs ia a 
quickening, a renewal, a re-cloth- 
ing, a putting-onm of her beatiful 
garments, Oh, for a breath of 
the Hoiy Spirit everywhere, 
give the new life of Pentecost! 


Some Criticize Evangelists 
as “Sensational” and 
“Emotional” 

Well, even good friends of my 
own have written articles or made 
speeches in which they have said 
that “missions of the Moody and 
Sankey type are dead and done 
with.” It would be a good thing 
for the present age, I think, # 
they were suddeniy te become 
more popular and more effective 
than ever. 

It is not for me te speak for 
my brother evangelists. I may 
not have agreed with all their 
methods; they may have disap- 
proved of mine. We have used 
our gifts in our own way. We 
have not been posing as scholars, 
or theologians, or advanced think- 
ers; we have given our plain tes- 
timony im the way which we 
thought would be most likely to 
arrest the attention and stir. the 
hearts of our hearers, and bring 
them to the feet of the Saviour. 


One of the charges. brought 
against missions is that they are 
“sensational and emotional.” I 
say I speak for myself. I am an 
emotional man. I thank God that 
one of my earliest prayers, “May 
I never grow hard,” has been an- 
swered. I myself am stirred to 
the depths by the joy and wonder 
of the story I have to tell of the 
love of Jesus and what it has 
meant to me through the passing 
of the years. 

Long ago, my friend, that bril- 
liant journalist, the late W. T. 


phiets, gave a vivid description. of, 
several of my meetings, and 
added: oud 
“*You think it looks like Bed- 
lam,’ said a Chicago man as he, 
took Ian Maclaren to the Chicago 
Exchange when the fierce excite-, 
ment of a wheat corner was. at 
its height, ‘but fortunes are being 
made and lost there every min- 
ute!’ And here amid this end- 
les sobbing of prayer and song, 
were not lives being made or 
marred every minute? 
Men think it is an awful sight 
To see a soul just set adrift 
On that dread voyage, from 
whose night 
The ominous shadows never 
lift, . 
but it is infinitely more dreadfu 
to behold a fellow creature at 
the parting of the ways, doubting, 
(Gontinued on Page 7) 
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struggling, resisting, his soul the 
battlefield between the rival forces 
of good and evil, All see him, 
but no one knows how the con- 
flict will end. For better ov 
worse his life will take a turn 
from the moment of erisis. As 
I leoked down upon the people | 
was profoundly moved. The 
sombre reminder by these sitting 
figures.of the censcious presence 
of the invisible § forces which 
make apd mer the destiny of 
man, told heavily upon my soul. 
The tremendous significance of 
life and its ineaiculable responsi- 
bilities seemed to weigh heavier 
upon me and a great sense of my 
ewn unworthiness overwhelmed 
me... . I see the newspapers 
mext day said I was ‘visibly af- 
fected.’ I know that my eyes 
were streaming as we stood sing- 
ing the plaintive, pleading hymn: 
Almost Persuaded, Now to Believe. 

“The meetmg profoundly im- 
pressed me. Something——-they 
call it the Spirit—keener than a 
two-edged sword pierced the 
heart and rowsed the conscience, 
bringing to light neglected du- 
ties, forgotten ideals, spurring 
one on to fresh resolves and nob- 
ler aspirations. 

“There is something profound- 
hy affecting im the sacred con- 
tagion of a strong é¢motion, es- 
pecially when at the back of it 
stands a deep conviction, logical, 
unanswerable, as hard as adam- 
ant—-the knowledge of one’s own 
exceeding sinfulness, one’s own 
miserable failure to be the Christ 
to others which He has been to 
us.” 

Thus the famous editor of the 
Review of Reviews, who all his 
life stood for great ideals, and at 
the last went down on the ill- 
fated Titanic to the strains of 
“Nearer, my God, to Thee.” He 
@id not decry emotion. Is not 
what he wrote applicable today? 

Why object to true emotion? 
Was there none at the football or 
cricket match on Saturday? And 
if there was, do the people con- 
demn it? What do people go to 
the cinema for, but to be stirred 
with emotion and thrilled? How 
much emotion is there in the home 
where the first babe is born? They 
announce it in the papers, and 
are glad and happy. And if they 
are moved by a birth, why not 
by a re-birth and of an immortal 
soul? I read that there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of 
Heaven! They evidently believe 
im motion up there. It is shallow 
education that talks so of this 
glorious attribute of our nature. 

I do not want to be unchari- 
table, but I sometimes wonder 
whether that is the real reason 
for the objection. Much of the 
talk about emotion may be dis- 
missed as quite unworthy of at- 
tention. No one complains, I 
repeat, because in a political elec- 
tion men shout and cheer, and 
tear about in motor-cars emo- 
tionally championing one side or 
the ther. 

No one complains because hun- 
dreds of thousands of men wild- 
ly cheer their favorite football 
team, and almost cry with vexa- 
tion if a goal ia missed. No one 
complains if crowds of men and 
women .are thrilled to tears over 
some sentimental cinema film. 


See 


Why should they complain if 
an audience even in these practi- 
cal, matter-of-fact days, is moved 
by a story, is touched by a ten- 
der appeal made in the name of 
Jesus whe 

“weeps and loves us still’? 

In my Missions I have thanked 
God many a time when I have 
seen men and women melted by 
some simple narrative. I have 
appealed te their intellect, as well 
as I know how. My job, howev er, 
is not to tell them what I don’t 
know; it is to tell them that 
Jesus saved me, and that He wil! 
save them. I am not aiming at 
a chorus of “How elever! He has 
presented us with quite a novel 
problem.” No, I aim at a chorus 
of “Wonderful Jesus!” And if 
hearts are touched, and there is 
the blessed sight of men and 
women coming out to confess 
Him, then I say the man who 
complains of “emotionalism” is 
utterly beyond my understand- 
ing. 

As a matter of fact, in modern 
missions ef the kind to which I 
refer there is no sensationalism 
or emotionalism such as is often 
suggested. I went a little while 
ago in London to hear my friend 
Lionel Fletcher. I am quite sure 
no one would accuse him of any- 
thing of the sort. Most of the 
evangelists I know—men like 
Arthur Richards, Benjamin Hes- 
eltine, Frederick Wood—are earn- 
est, direct, and’ challenging, but 
not “emotional.” Each of us has 
his own characteristics. Perhaps 
John M’Neill and I will be for- 
given if we have just been our 
natural selves and have let our- 
selves go without worrying too 
much about the proprieties. My 
friend Billy Sunday is a class to 
himself. He never minces words, 
and does not care much how he 
does it, if somehow he can bring 
people to Christ, but I do not 
think you would call him an 
“emotionalist.” 

No, as a general rule evangel- 
iam in these days is not associ- 
ated with emotional scenes. Not 
that it would be a bad thing if it 
were! 

I always say I shall be stiff 
enough in my coffin. 

We are told, often by men who 
stay away from a church if a re- 
vival breaks out, that deeisions 
to follow Christ are obtained in 
an emotional atmosphere, during 
the subdued singing of a senti- 
mental hymn, and so on. I have 
made my own appeal hundreds of 
times when there has been no 
singing, when heads were not 
bowed in prayer, when those who 
publicly confessed Christ could be 
seen by all. 

One can never say what will 
happen. It is true that when 
there is the kind .of response 
which we have seen in young peo- 
ple’s meetings—a long procession 
wending its way to the inquiry 
rooms—singing is very helpful. 
Those who have been to such 
meetings, however, know that 
again and again I have said to 
those who responded, »“‘You know 
what you are doing? You are 
not excited? Y¥ou are not being 
carried away by mere emotion?” 
They have quietly and soberly 
replied in the affirmative. 

I only ask that critics of these 


(Continued on Page 8) 


12 FREE TRAGTS FOR YOU 


te to 
RURAL EVANGELIZATION, INO. 
2895 Mataroe Street, Pasadena 8, Calif. 


PLEASE MENTION 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


(es 


: erature.” 
pled, widowed, and children are 


a subscription. Write today. 


Dr, F. J 
1644 W. Monroe St. 
Chicago 12, Hlinois 


| EUROPE’S BIBLE FAMINE 


We are flooded with letters begging for Bibles and Chris- 
tian literature in Russian, Polish, Ukrainian, Latvian, . 
| these heart-rending appeals: “We plead with you for some Rus- 
sian hymns and literature.” ‘We are starved for religious lit- 
“The war ruined our land; men and women are crip- 


Bible in Russian and one im Polish.” 
literature as you can and at least a Russian New Testament.” 

We are doing our best to meet the challenge. 
the Scriptures to the Slavic people in their own tongue. 
letters from Russian Christians in our 
OF RUSSIANS. Let us send you a sample copy free, or send 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, INC. 


J. Miles, International Secretary, 
Room 4 


Read 


orphans. Send us at least one 
“Please send us as much 


Help us give 


Read 
ine, THE FRIEND 


152 Egtinton Ave, E. 


Jones University by THE SWORD 


20 Gift Subscriptions 
$15 


1. SAVE TIME. No _ Shopping. 
Send Us Names and Addresses 
fer Gift Subscriptions. If Re- 
quested, We Will Send a Nice 
Postcarg To Each Subscriber 
Anneuncing That the Sub- 
seription Ig a Gift From You. 

2. SAVE MONEY. Single  sub- 
scription, 8 months §1. Five 
er More Subscriptions, 80¢ 
Each. Twenty or More Sub- 
scriptions, 75e EKaeh. 

3. SAVE CHRISTIANS FROM 
DEFEAT AND WORLDLI- 
NESS. The Sword of the Lord 
Brings Genuine Revival Every- 
where It Is Read. 

4. 5AVE SOULS. _ Seventy-two 
People Last Year Wrote To 
Say They Found Christ 
Through the Sermons in The 
Sword of the Lord, 


By the Editor 

Encloseqd in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD you will probably find 
a blue printed subscription blank. 
I suggest that you use it at once 
to send in Christmas gift sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Most likely you will 
want to use extra paper and send 
subscriptions to many of your 
relatives, neighbors and friends. 
First, consider how easy it is to 
send Christmas gifts this way. 
There is no wearisome shopping, 
no wrapping for gifts, no weighing 
and stamping boxes, no deciding 
who shall get this or that. Busy 
people can save time and solve 
the problem of what to give to 
many names on their Christmas 
gift list by simply sending sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. 
Second, there is no way to give 
So much for so little. Here ig a 
good chance to send gifts that are 
inexpensive but popular. You 
may send from one to four sub- 
scriptions 8 months each for $1.00. 
Or of course you may send them 
16 months for $2.00, 24 months 
for $3.00 
Or you my send from five to 
nineteen subscriptions at 80c each, 
that is, 5 subscriptions for $4.00, 
or any number you want to send 
at the rate of 80c for each 8 
months. 
Or better yet, if you send twenty 
or more subscriptions at 8 months 
each, you may have them at 75c. 
That means that you may send us 
fifteen or twenty names and ad- 
dresses and every one of these 
subscriptions will receive the paper 
8 full months, some 35 issues, con- 
taining over one-hundred _ full- 
length sermons. 
This is so inexpensive that you 
hag about as well send a sub- 
scription to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD as to buy a nice greeting 
card. - You save time and trouble 
and shopping worry. And the 
subscription is infinitely more 
valuable. 
Save Christians from coldness 
and backsliding and worldliness! 
Everywhere I go people come with 
glowing faces to tell me how some 
kind friend first sent them THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and how 
grateful to God they are. Many, 
many times we have had letters 
from people saying, “Can you tell 
me who it was that had THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD sent to 
me? I want to write and thank 
them for the blessing I have re- 
ceived.” Last night a young man 
told me how, when he was in the 
South Pacific during the recent 
war, someone sent him THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. As a 
new convert he read it eagerly. 
The first issue told about Bob 
Jones College and he then and 
there decided to attend that great 
Christian institution. He is now 
there studying for the ministry. He 
told how he was led to start a 
Bible class and week by week re- 
ceived inspiration and help in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. He 
waited until the very last, last 
night to tell me of the tremendous 
blessings he had gotten, how his 
life was changed, how he was led 
into the ministry and into Bob 
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Gipsy Smith on Revival 
Campaigns 


(Continued from Page 7) 


Missions should attend them, 
judge for themselves. 


Do Converts of Revivals 
“Hold Out”? 


One of the suggestions most 
frequently made is that the con- 
verts do not “stand.” Hardly a 
Gay goes by without my meeting 
gome who have stood, perhaps 
for twenty or thirty years. The 
phrase, however, is loosely used 
Young converts are the Lord's 
children. You do not look at 
sgmebody’s new baby, and say, 
“Oh, but will it stand?” It has 
te be guided. It is the business 
of the Church to see to that. 


[I remember in one Mission I 
was at a dinner table, and the 
campaign was being discussed 
when a friend said rather doubt- 
fully, “I do hope they will look 
after all these young converts. 
I could not help saying quietly, 
“My friend, you are the ‘they.’ - 

I heard a brother evangelist 
say at the Royal Albert Hall re- 
cently, “Do the converts stand? 
No, they don’t.” This sounded 
rather surprising. But he added, 
“They walk on. They keep mov- 
ing. They progress.” Of course 
they do, if only they can be nur- 
tured and guided. I do not deny 
that many drift away, but I do 
think those who say so much 
about the unreliability of tabu- 
lated results should take some 
account of the innumerable re- 
sults which can never be known 
on this side at all. Sometimes 
results come to light many years 
afterwards. 


Only the other day a man came 
into a vestry to see me. He said, 


and 


——— - —-— 


“Thirty years ago I was at one 
of your meetings. In your address 
you uttered a strong warning. 
and while speaking of evil doing 
you seemed to fix me with you! 


eye, as, speaking generally, you 
said, ‘My friend, you are going to 


Hell.’ It-certainly applied to me, 
but I could not get the seven 
words out of my head. I went 


away vowing they should not be 


true in my case. I took refuge 
in the Church. I have served 
Christ from that day till now.’ 
Counting the Converts 

When a Mission is over it 1s 
eood to know that so many de- 
cisions for Christ have been re- 
corded. They say we should not 
count heads. I have never un- 


derstood that position. A man 
with a large family, if you ask 
him how many babies he has, 
does not say, “I don't know, I 
never counted them.” There are 
hundreds of decisions, however, 
that can never be counted. The 
thing is so obvious that I need 
not dwell on it. Not once, but 
hundreds of times, I have come 
across men and women who have 
said that years before their whole 
life was changed (though they 
made no public profession at the 
time) by one simple song. Or, 
for the matter of that, one sim- 
ple word. 

I remember when I Was com- 
ing home from a Mission once, I 
arrived at a London station, and 
an elderly porter seized my bag. 
It was heavy, so I helped him to 
carry it, and as we parted, I 
tipped him and at the same time 
said, “I hope you love Jesus.” 

“Sir,” cried the porter, his eyes 
shining, “I’ve been on this station 


thirty 
ior 


years and. l've 

thousands of 
and non-Chris- 
‘em many par- 
the very tLirst 
man to recognize the fact that 
. have a soul, and | thank you 
for that more than for anything. 

I think I could fill this’ book 
with instances of that kind. You 
cannot count them. All we can do 
sometimes is to make an estimate 
of the number of pcople who 
definitely signiiy their decision to 
follow Christ. 

In a prominent 
America, the editor 
editorial, in which he said: 

“There is a deeper interest in 
religion all over the city than there 
ever has been betore. Whether 
all the conversions are lasting or 


more than 
carried bags 
folk, Christians 

tians, and among 


sons, but you are 


newspaper. in 
wrote an 


not, there is no doubt of the 
temporary gocd that is done. If 
a wicked man is' turned = from 
wickedness for even a little time, 
so much is gained. He has at 


least had an interval of reflection 
and repentance. and his period of 
sorrow and yesrning cannot be 
without benefit to him and to the 
community. While a man occupies 
the convert’s seat he is not doing 
any harm. But natures a 
least persist on the road which has 
been suggested to them. Every one 
of such is henceforth a centre of 
righteousness, benefiting others.” 

That was from the pen of a 
man of the world, probably a bit 
of a critic. Yet there are many 
members of churches who seem to 
be incapable of taking such a 
view. 

Converts Are Not Won by 

“Magnetic Personality” 

Some people have been pleased 
to talk of the psychological effect 
of the “magnetic personality” of 
an evangelist and so forth. I say 
ver~ plainly, that such talk is rub- 
bish. In my own case I have 
known people to be influenced-— 
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quite recently--by a message over | tackled had better stay away. We 
the radio. Where does “mage have. to speak the truth in love. 
netism'’ come in there? No, the|My own words with reference to 
preacher does not secure conver-/idle and lazy church members, to 
sions by any sort of hypnotism. | “‘coddled saints,” to the people 
What counts are his testimony,|who stay away from the prayer 


meeting, to the Sabbath breakers, 
to the devotees of card playing 
and the like have brought me 
storms of criticisms from those 
who hate being made uncomforta- 
ble. 


his conviction, his passion for souls, 
What I do any man may do in his 
own pulpit, and many a pastor has 
secured similar results, 


It may be-—the point cannot be 


overlooled that a visiling evan- 

gelist. not knowing individuals, I cannot water down my mes- 
may be able from time to time to|sage and indulge in airy nothings 
speak with greater freedom andjto suit them. I must warn them— 


plainness than the pastor can do. |and never do I so without preach- 
He may be a courageous and out- nit to myself, / 
spoken man, but it is very trying | — 


to him to have worshippers com- 
ing, aS so often they do, with the 
complaints that he has been aim- 
ing directly at them, when, in fact. 
he has done nothing of the sort. 
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